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Hispanic coaches
bring USF football
into Division I play
In the ranks of collegiate football,
Hispanics are a rarity. Hispanic players
make up only an estimated 2 percent of
all players; the percentage of coaches is
smaller than that.
So the fact that USF has not just one,
but three Hispanic football coaches is
extraordinary. Add to that their key collective role in transforming USF from a
university without a football program
into a school making the quickest ascent
ever into big-time Division I play and
you have something very special.
"I'm grateful for the opportunity
here- we all are. I realize how difficult
itis to get into college coaching, period,"
says Receivers Coach I Recruiting Coordinator Frank Hernandez. Adds Special
Teams Coach Renato Diaz, "I'd like to
think that there's a higher purpose to us
coming together."
Bulls fans might be inclined to agree.
To understand why, one needs to look
back to 1996, when university leaders
and newly hired head Coach Jim Leavitt
were working to get the recently approved football program on the field.
USF had no special reputation as an
athletics powerhouse and faced the prospect of years of Division 1-AA play
against little-known opponents while
neighbors Florida, Florida State and
Miami all basked in the national spotlights so frequently shown on their
teams.
But Leavitt, a highly regarded defensive coordinator at Kansas State University, was determined to build an immediately competitive program. And for
expert help, he looked right away to
Mike "Chico" Canales, a young quarterbacks coach at the University of the Pacific, and Hernandez, an ambitious Texas
high school coach whom Leavitt had
known as a player at Kansas State.
"When I found out Chico had been
hired, I thought he might be Hispanic,
so I called him and asked him how he
spelled his last name," ~aid Hernandez.
"When he told me, .I was like, 'All right,
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Teach you a lesson: Hundreds of

USF faculty, staff and students participated in Teach-In Day on Nov. 17
at several schools in Pinellas, Pasco,
Hillsborough and Polk counties.
Doctor poet: Hans Juergensen, professor emeritus of humanities, is a
three-time winner of the Florida Poet
of the Year Award.
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Top: Coaches Renato Diaz, Frank Hernandez and Mike "Chico" Canales
have much to do with bringing USF Football into Division I play. They
hope to start a Hispanic coaches' association.

man! This is great!"'
Once in Tampa, they met Diaz,
whose route to college coaching was far
different from theirs.
Born in Cuba and raised in Miami,
Diaz was a rabid football fan and a twoyear starter for Miami Senior High in the
late 1970s. His playing days behind him,
he enrolled in USF and graduated in
1983 with a geology degree, subsequently working for both the U.S. Geological Service and Texaco.
But after a decade in the field, he
took some time"to do a little soul searching." Coaching, not geology, was his
passion, he decided. And he began writing and calling the new coach a this alma
mater, Leavitt, anxiously looking for a
way to turn his passion into employment.
Impressed by Diaz' knowledge of
the game and his enthusiastic eagerness
to be involved, even as a volunteer,
Leavitt hired him as an administrative
assistant with limited coaching and recruiting duties.
Well aware of how uncommon their
situation was as three Hispanic coaches
on the sam e squad, Diaz, Canales and
Hernandez gave themselves a nickname
that is part reference to their Latin heritage and part a celebration of the area in
Texas to which each has some family
connection: The Trio from Rio.

Ambition and opportunity
As Diaz, Hernandez and Canales
worked with Leavitt and the rest of the
Bulls staff to prepare for the program's
Sept. 6, 1997 kickoff, excitement built.
The Tampa Bay area hadn't seen college
football played locally since the University ofTampa abandoned its program in
the 1970s.
Season tickets began to fly out of the
box office - 5,000, 10,000, 15,000 and
up. Before the Bulls ever took the field,
they had set a national Division I-AA
record by selling m ore than 20,000 season passes.
The program's debut lived up to the
hype- an 80-3 blowout over Kentucky
Wesleyan before 50,000 fans at Tampa
Stadium. The Bulls finished that first
season a respectable 5-6 and improved
to 8-3 the following year. Against an
upgraded schedule, USF finished 7-4
this year.
"We've had an amazing record. This
has been an experience we'll be able to
look back on for many years to come,"
Hernandez said .

Even more important is the fact that
Conference USA will admit the Bulls as
a football school (USF is already a league
participant in most other sports) beginning in 2003; USF will move to Division
I in 2001.
Those two actions will be the fastest
ascent to Division I and to a major sports
conference that any program has ever
achieved. In preparation, the Bulls
scheduled their first Division I opponent this season and have scheduled
Kentucky and Baylor for next year.
All of that will bring unprecedented
attention not only to USF and the team,
but to the Trio from Rio as well. They
have ambitious plans for how they might
use the spotlight for both cultural and
edu cational purposes.
"We want to start a national Hispanic coaches association - something
that will help us continue the growth of
American
football
among Hispanic Americans," says Hernandez.
"We want to educate
people about the game
and help raise its profile
in the Hispanic community .... Only about 5 percent of players at the collegiate level are Hispanic,
even though there are already a lot of Hispanic
people playing American
football. "
Adds Diaz, "When
you think of baseball, you
think of Dominicans and
Cubans. When you think
of soccer, you think of
Latin Americans and
maybe Argentinean s or
Spaniards. Butwhenyou
think of football, you
don' t really think of Hispanics. There are very
few cultural roots there."

Society) found that "college sport had
the smallest percentage [compared to
major professional sports] of people of
color among head coaches, athletic directors ... senior administrators and administrators in general." The report
graded college sports an "F."
The study showed that, according to
NCAA data, fewer than 2.1 percent of
head coaches of men's Division I teams
in 1997-98 were Hispanic. And in that
report, H ispanics were lumped into an
"other minorities" category. In the previous year's report, which included a
Hispanic-specific breakdown, the percentage of men's Division I teams led by
Hispanics was 0.
Among football teams, Hispanic assistant coaches represented less th an 1.9
percent of the total in 1997-98; Hispanics
were less than 2.1 percent of male college athletics administrators and less
than 1.1 percent of female administrators, the report showed.
Hispanic male athletes, meanwhile,
made up 3.1 percent of all male college
athletes in 1996-97 and 2.8 percent of
women athletes. Both numbers are on
the rise, having each grown by more
than half a percentage point in the previous five years.
Canales, Hernandez and Diaz are
always on the lookout for more Hispanic counterparts across the field and
at NCAA meetings. "We've had opportunities to mingle and interact with others on the national level," says
Hernandez.
Those opportunities have assured
the men that there is much more that can
be done. Canales proposes organizing a
Hispanic caucus at the 2001 NCAA convention, while Hernandez envisions the
possibilities of creating educational resources such as special camps for Hispanic football players.
Anyone interested in joining
Canales, Hernandez and Diaz in forming a Hispanic coaches' association or
caucus may contact them through the
USF Office of Intercollegiate Athletics at
ext. 4-2125.
by Todd Martinez-Padilla Simmons

Minority support
Few Hispanics at the
collegiate level get the
kind of support that enabled Canales, Dias and
Hernandez to become
successful, experts say.
The "1998 Racial Report
Card" on intercollegiate
athletics (created by researchers at Northeastem University's Center
for the Study of Sport in
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Left: Hernandez consults wit h USF Football team
member Marque! Blackwell during a game.
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Limited exposure: Karl Haas explores
the musical output of masters known
by only one composition on yYUSF-FM
89.7 at 9 p.m. as part of the series,
"Adventures in Good Music."
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Make an impression: The COMPASS
training program "Providing Memorable Customer Service" takes place
Dec. 1, 8 and 15 at the Student Services
building, room 2070. Sessions take
place from 8:30 a.m. to noon, and a
"B" session from 1 to 4:30 p.m. Participants will learn to identify customers,
enhance verbal and nonverbal communication skills and use responses to
defuse angry customers. Cost is $25;
for more information, call ext. 4-9116
or e-mail ecarson@adrnin.usf.edu.
AIDS awareness: The USF World AIDS
Celebration will take place from noon to
1 p .m. at the Martin Luther King Jr.
Plaza. The USF AIDS Memorial Quilt
will be featured, and new panels will be
dedicated. New toys and non-perishable
food will be collected for the Tampa
AIDS Network.. For more information,
call ext. 4-5703.
Such a child: The University-Community Collaborative for Children and
Families, Partnerships for Children's
Health, will host a statewide conference Dec. 1-3 at the Embassy Suites on
the Tampa campus. Policy makers,
practitioners, researchers and organizations working to improve the lives
of children and families in the state
will come together to talk about school
readiness, youth violence and effective
collaborations. Registration is $100; for
more information, call Christianne
Powell at ext. 4-6814.
Get wild: "Wild, Wild West" with
actor I singer Will Smith, is shown at
Crescent Hill at 9 p.m. Admission is
free.

THURSDAY

2
Be discovered: Human Resources and
Organization Development and
Training offer the new employee
training program "Discover USF"
every Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. in the Student Services building,
room 5012. To register, call ext. 4-5716.
Laugh it up: The COMPASS training
program "The Value of Humor in the
Workplace" takes place from 9 a.m. to
noon at the Student Services building,
room 2070. Participants will learn the
health benefits of humor, and how to
use humor in difficult situations and
to promote creative thinking. Cost is
$25; for more information, call ext. 4-

0

9116 or e-mail ecarson@adrnin.
usf.edu.
Super molecule: The chemistry
department offers the seminar "Electrostatic Properties of Small Colloids:
Acid-terminated Dendrimers as
Model-charged Particles" at 4 p.m. in
the Chemistry building, room 105.
Speaker is Paul L. Dubin of Indiana
University-Purdue University at
Indianapolis.
Open wide: The USF Opera performs
at the Palladium Theatre in St. Petersburg at 8 p.m. Tickets cost $6 for
general admission, and $4 for students
and senior citizens. For more information, e-mail sheyman@satie.
arts.usf.edu.
Homemade gifts: The 7th Annual Art
department Ceramics Sale takes place
Dec. 2 and 3, from 10 a .m . to 6 p.m., in
the courtyard of the Fine Arts building. Handcrafted ceramic work of
students, faculty and staff will be on
sale. Proceeds are used to maintain the
ceramics program.
Crazy world: The USF Sun Dome
hosts the show "Life in the World with
Joyce Meyer" Dec. 2-4. The free event
takes place at 7 p.m. Dec. 2; at 10 a.m.
and 7 p.m. on Dec. 3; and at 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. on Dec. 4. Although the
event is free, parking costs $3. For
more information, call (800) 707-7877.

FRIDAY

3

will be available for garden lovers. For
more information, call ext. 4-2329.

SUNDAY
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SUNDAY

Windy day: The USF Festival of Winds
Grand Concert gives a free performance
at 2 p.m. in the Special Events Center.

MONDAY
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Jazz it up: The Monday Night
Jazz Series is performed in the
Music Recital Hall, Fine Arts
building, room 101, at 8 p .m.
Tickets cost $10 for general
admission, and $4 for students
and seniors.
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The fac(ulty) of the matter: The
Faculty Senate meets from 3:05 to 5:05
p .m. at the Louis de la Parte Florida
Mental Health Institute's Westside
Conference Center. For more information, call ext. 4-2889.
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Commencement: Tampa campus
commencement takes place at the Sun
Dome. Architec;ture, Arts and Sciences
and Fine Arts students graduate at the
·
2:30 p.m. program;
Business Administration, Education, Engineering, Nursing, Public
Health and
Medicine
students
graduate at
the 7:30 p.m.
program.
Engineering
Professor
Alberto
Sagues will
speak at both
ceremonies. No
ticket is required
to attend either
program. For more
information, call the Office of Media
Relations at ext. 4-4014.
Four is more: The Orion String Quartet
will perform works of Antonin Dvorak,
Sergei Taneyev and Wynton Marsalis at
6 p.m. on WUSF-FM 89.7 as part of the
"Saint Paul Sundays" series.

THURSDAY

Quality living: Dr. Mark D. Hayward
presents the lecture "Healthy Life
Expectancy in the United States:
Living with Fatal Chronic Diseases
and Disability" at 10:30 a.m. in the
College of Public Health auditorium.
The lecture is sponsored by the
Institute on Aging; for more information, call ext. 4-9808.
Getting started: The Small Business
Development Center offers the seminar "Where to Find the Money" from
6 to 9:30p.m. at 1101 Channelside
Drive, Suite 210, Tampa. Cost is $40;
for more information, call (813) 9055800.
Native jazz: An All-Star Team ofJazz
and Indian Classical Music is performed at 7:30p.m. at the Special
Events Center. Reserved seating is
required; tickets cost $10.50 for
students, $18.50 for faculty and staff,
and $22.50-$31 for the public. For
more information, call ext. 4-3180.
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Get into the spirit: The Botanical
Garden hosts a holiday wreathmaking workshop with florist Tim
Manka from 10 to 11:15 a.m. Participants learn techniques and combinations for making wreaths. Cost is $17
for garden members, and $20 for nonmembers. For more information, call
ext. 4-2329.
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Conflicting styles: The COMPASS
training program "Learning Through
Conflict" takes place from 8:30 a.m. to
noon at the Student Services building,
room 2070. Participants will explore
conflict styles, and learn how conflict
impacts decision making and how to
use conflict to learn. Cost is $25: for
more information, call ext. 4-9116 or email ecarson@admin.usf.edu.

FRIDAY
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Social gathering: The USF Club hosts
a Holiday Social for members from
4:30 to 7 p .m. at The Club, fourth floor
of the Marshall Center. For more
information, or to join the USF Club as
faculty, staff, alumni and retirees,
emaillmorrow@admin.usf.edu.

SATURDAY
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Books to grow by: The Botanical
Garden hosts a Holiday Garden Book
and Gift Show from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Authors will sign their books, and gifts

MONDAY
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The St. Pete march: St. Petersburg
campus commencement takes place at
7 p.m. at the Mahaffey Theatre; with
university philanthropist Gus Stavros
as the speaker. Tickets are required;
for more information, call Joneen
Maczis at ext. 3-3414.

TUESDAY
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Meet-n-greet: The USPS Senate hosts
its holiday meeting from 10 a.m. to
noon. The location is to be announced;
for more information, call William
Shippee Jr. at ext. 4-2368.

WEDNESDAY
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Sarasota's turn: The Sarasota campus
commencement takes place at 7 p.m. at
the Manatee Civic Center, with
Sarasota County Arts Council 1999
Philanthropic Award winner Robert
Roskamp speaking. Tickets might be
required; for more information, call
(941) 359-4263.

